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N ews Groups Appeal to High Court 
Against Subpoenaing of- Reporters 


Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 20 — 
Widely differing elements of 
the news industry have filed 
friend-of-court briefs with the 
Supreme Court in the past few 
days, warning that the increas- 
ing issuance of subpoenae to 
the news media is threatening 
press freedom but disagreeing 
as to what the courts should 
do about it. 

Today was the deadline for 
amicus briefs in three press 


tain unusual circumstances, 
while others insisted that news- 
men must have an absolute 
privilege not to testify. 

The former position was 
taken in a brief filed by Prof 
Alexander M. Bickel of the 
Yale Law School, who took a 
similar non-absolutist position 
last June in representing The 
r 1 w ,.X or ^ Times in Its success- 
ful litigation against the Gov- 
ernment’s efforts to suppress 
the Pentagon papers. 

Professor Bickel said that the 
volume of press subpoenas had 
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timless activity as prostitution: 
narcotics and gambling of 
fenses. 

The cases before the Su 
[preme Court concern Earl 
Caldwell, a New York Times 
reporter, who refused to enter 
a grand jury room to testify 
about Black Panther activities- 
Paul Pappas of WTEV-TV in 
New Bedford, Mass., and Paul 
M. Branzburg, a reporter in 
Louisville. The latter refused 
to testify about black militant 
and narcotics activity, 
spectively. 

Professor Bickel argued that 
i none of the subpoenas against 
l the three were justified. The 
.brief was filed for the New York 
Times. N.H.C., C.B.S., The 

[American Broadcasting Com- 
pany- T he Chicago Sun-Times, 
the Chicago Daily News, the 
Associated Press Managing 
Editors Association, the Asso- 
ciated Press Broadcasters’ Asso- 
ciation and the Association of 
American Publishers. 

Briefs filed by The News- 
paper Guild and the Authors 
League of America took a simi- 
lar nonabsolutist position. 

However, three amicus briefs 
filed by other news media 
groups insisted that the First 
Amendment creates an abso- 
lute and unqualified “news 
men s privilege.” These group! 
were the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors, Sigma 
Delta Chi journalism fraternity, 
the Dow Jones Publishing Com- 
pany, The Washington Post, 

I Newsweek magazine and the 
National Press Photographers 
Association. 


